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CROP AND BUSINESS INDEX 


As a whole, the crop of 1915 is larger than the average 
and of excellent qnelity. Yields of all small grains are large. 
Frost damage has, however, severely injured flax and corn. 


The following sumnary, covering Northern Iichigan, the 
northern two-thirds of Wisconsin, Minnesota, North Dakota, South 
Dakota and Montana (the territory of the Ninth Reserve District) 
is based on comparisons with a fair average crop, and presents 
the condition at this dete: 


Wheat Heavy crop. Quality Excellent. Practi- 
cally all harvested, 


Oats Large crop of good quality. Harvest 
practically completed, 


Rye Pair average crop, All cut, 


Barley Better than an average crop. Some dis- 
cOloration. All cut. 


Flax Acreage reduced 35%, Best crop prospect 
in many years injured by early frost. 


Still a doubtrul crop. Probably about 
60% of a crop in the areas of heavy corn 
production, Foor prospects in more 
northerly regions. Much damage to frost. 


Potatoes Good crop. Late potatoes show some damage 
from blight and slight frost ingury. 


Hay Heavy crop. Clover and alfalfa excellent. 
Late pasturage continues good, 


Interest rates normal. 
Demand for loans good to brisk, 
Collections fair and showing improvement. 


Wholesale and retail business active, with good 
prospects. 


Manufacturing lines in good condition, 
GENGRAL SUMMARY 


Untimely frosts during the last ten days of August have 
cut down yields and caused loss to grovers of flax, corn, potatoes 
and garden produce, The only serious damage is to flax and corn. 
North Dakota, which is producing this yecr about 50% of the flax 
crop of the Ninth District, suffered frosts which have turned much 
flax black and damaged field and fodder corn. Flax in South Dakota 
and Mimnesota is an excellent crop and has escaped injury. Prior to 
the frost damage, the flax outlook was the best in years, and al- 
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though the acreage this year is reduced about 35%, the prospect was 
for heavy yields, 


This late damage, occurring from Aug, 24th to 28th,, cannot 
Change the fact that the Northwest has harvested large crops of fine 
quality, or seriously affect the returns from the harvest as a whole. 
Corn was already doubtful. The injury to flax is unfortunate, as it 
prevents what might easily have been the Northwest's best harvest of 
this crop, 


_In Southern Mimesota, eastern South Dakota and the lower 
half of Wisconsin, corn has made some progress, but is slow and back- 
ward, Frosts have hurt the prospect, and the outlook is for not more 
than 60% of an average crop. Over the remainder of the district where 
corn is less important, but is still generally grown, the outlook is 
less encouraging, Frosts have already hurt both field and fodder corn, 
and cool weather for two weeks has not brought the crop forward as 
rapidly as was expected, Clear and warm weather during practically 
all of September is now required to mature the crop and afford a fair 
yield, Lacking this, there will be much soft corn which will be un- 
marketable and which farmers will have to feed, A characteristic 
of the corn crop is its uneveness in quality. Rains caused much 
late planting, and weather conditions have not favored corn on low 
ground, 


Flax and corn are, hovever, the only weak spots in the 
harvest, Rye, which was earlier considered a light crop, has turned 
out well, Barley is an excellent crop of good quality, and both 
wheat and oats are heavy crops of very fine quality, showing yields 
in some localities that are surprising, The high quality of the 
new wheat crop is well maintained over the entire district, Oats, 
too, show up especially well and returns from early threshing verify 
the prediction of large yields. 


Early potatoes are coming into market in considerable quan- 
titics, and show good average yields of fine quality. Late potatoes 
are a good crop, but have been touched by frost in some localities, 
and upon low lands, and there is some damage from blight. The con- 
siderably increased acreage in the potato-growing district wil] 
offset any losses and the total production will be large, 


NORTHERN MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN, 


Brisk activity continues in the Northern Michigan copper 
country, with improved production in the iron mining districts, 
Trade is active and early fall] *s’.2°s promises well, 


Wisconsin as a whole shows very favorable conditions, 
The dairy industry has been very profitable this year, and has 
brought good returns to the farmers, Small grains show good yields, 
Tobacco has suffered some damage from early frost, which has also 
hurt garden products and potatoes, Retail trade is increasingly 





activ., with an outlook for brisk business, Collections are im-_ 
proving, There is some improvement in the retail lumber business 
due to an increased demand from the country, Crop estimates as 
awhole indicate that the state has harvested better than an 
average-crop of excelient quality. There is still doubt about) 
corn, which needs warm, growing weather, 


MINNESOTA. 


Frosts in the central and northern portions of the 
state have nipped potatoes and injured fodder corn, although no 
Other damage of consequence has resulted. The injury to potatoes 
will be offset by timely rains, Large crops have been harvested 
throughout the state and the outlook is excellent. Retail trade 
is picking up, and the demand for loans is active, Collections 
are fair to good and improving. Crop reports as a whole indicate 
considerably better than average yields of small grain, 


NORTH DAKOTA. 


Small grains show excellent yields with no damage of 
consequence except to flax, which,but for frost damage would have 
been an exceptional crop. Rye shows up better at the harvest than 
was expected, and wheat and oats are heavy crops. The general 
expression is that the crop is larger than the excellent crop of 
1913, and of fine quality, The outlook is for considerable in- 
vestments in permanent farm improvements. The demand for loans 
is brisk, and collections, starting as soon as threshing is 
general, will be good, 


Large crops and heavy yields have benefitted practically 
all of South Dakota, The western section of the state shows a 
better condition of prosperity than for several years. Small 
grains are estimated as considerably better than the 1915 crop, 
and alfalfa and hay have afforded good yields. Corn in eastern 
South Dakota has been making good progress, but needs three weeks 
of warm weather to mature. 


The stock-growing sections anticipate a strong movement 
of sheep and cattle during the next sixty days, at good prices, 
Demand for loans is good to excellent with collections fair to 
good and improving, 


MONTANA , 


Montana's harvest is *ompleted with increaseg in acreage 
of from 25% to 40% and incrduses in yields as compared with 1913 
of from 20% to 50%. All small grains including flax, show large 
yields of good quality. Fall business will be brisk in all lines, 





